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of the women wear headscarves, we do not have any women representatives wearing 
headscarves in the Turkish Parliament. In this respect, I felt freer in the United States 
while I was going to school.

When I returned from my studies in the US, my plan was to work a few years in my 
area, then start a Ph.D. in a Turkish university. I tried to find a good job to use both my 
language skills and knowledge from my master’s degree. Although Turkey is now more 
democratic, the qualified jobs are still official jobs by the government and they do not 
accept applicants wearing headscarves. I tried to apply to private universities’ interna-
tional offices and got two offers by sending my resume without my photo. During the 
interview, they told [me] that they also needed to wait for the new constitution to hire 
workers with headscarves. I decided to go back to school for my Ph.D. and now attend 
a private university. It is a multi-disciplinary and multi-linguistic (Turkish, English and 
Arabic) program on “Alliance of Civilizations.” It offers courses that will enhance my 
perspectives on women and culture and it has great faculty including professors from 
Columbia University, Oxford, and Duke University.

Sometimes I feel like an unwanted child of an authoritative parent in Turkey. But I also 
know that it is my country and people in the street love and respect me although my 
state does not want to accept me as I am. Turkey is more democratic now than it was a 
decade ago and I believe that Turkey will be a true democratic country sooner or later.
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artificial geographical delineations that did not correspond to how these com-
munities lived and worked. While some states, such as India and Indonesia, 
have been able to overcome their differences and survive with a multitude of 
ethnic identities, others have not fared as well. This is particularly evident in 
sub-Saharan Africa, where ethnic differences are exacerbated by other factors, 
such as the severe lack of basic necessities that pushes groups to rebel against 
one another.

Tensions have driven violent behavior in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) and its neighbor, Rwanda, in central Africa. These countries 
demonstrate the disasters of the colonial experience and the challenges exacer-
bated by cultural differences in the effort to unite them under one flag. One of 
the first places in sub-Saharan Africa to be visited from the Western world, the 
Congo area was ruled by tribal leaders who led kingdoms in low-lying, mineral-
rich lands. The Europeans would use this fertile ground not only for the miner-
als but the human potential it represented in the form of slaves. In 1885, 
European powers met and divided their holdings in Africa, giving a major por-
tion of the land to Belgium and, specifically, King Leopold II.14 Leopold went on 
to use the land as his personal fiefdom and imposed brutal law upon the native 
people to achieve his economic ends. He divided the country and posted Euro-
pean officials throughout to assure compliance with his demands.


